Metabolic tapetoretinal degenerations.
There are a number of metabolic diseases which cause tapetoretinal degeneration, suggesting that pure pigmentary retinopathy may also be metabolic in nature. On the other hand tapetoretinal degenerations may have various modes of inheritance, so we may conclude that the metabolic disorder at the basis of these diseases is not unique and that tapetoretinal degenerations are heterogenic. In this article, some 450 published reports on tapetoretinal degenerations are reviewed. Based on these reports, the clinical and ocular manifestations, laboratory and histopathological findings, inheritance patterns, and treatments of various syndromes characterized by tapetoretinal degenerations are described. It is hoped that the gathering together of this information in one source will acid in the future understanding of metabolically based eye disease.